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IN THE CLAIMS 

1.-27. (Cancelled) 

28. (Currently Amended) An axle assembly comprising: 
an axle housing; 

an axle to be driven by a drive input including a yoke for receiving a drive force, and 
rotating a shaft about a drive axis; 

a sea] assembly mounted between said axle housing and said yoke, said seal assembly 
including a rotating portion comprising a running sleeve segment located on said shaft and 
extending along said drive axis^ and a fixed portion having a seal mounting segment, with a seal 
mounted to said seal mounting segment, said seal being in contact with said running sleeve 
segment, and a slinger end on fifMH>l^said rotating portio n and t ;. :itd fi^ e d ponitj H, said slinger end 
extending radially outwardly beyond said seal, said slinger end extending in a direction having a 
component parallel to said drive axis, and a component perpendicular to said drive axis such that 
said slinger end extends at an angle relative to said drive axis, and said slinger end extending 
radially outwardly beyond a portion of said axle housing that receives said fixed portion, and a 
slinger extension on iha othtsr of aaid rout i ng puriioii — imd-said fixed portion, said slinger 
extension also extending radially outwardly beyond said seal, said slinger extension also 
extending in a dineciion having a component parallel to said drive axis, and a component 
perpendicular to said drive axis such that said slinger extension extends at an angle relative to 
said drive axis, and wherein efte-ef-iMJid-slif^jr^e^ slinger end is spaced 

toward said yoke relative to the other of -said slinger extension trnd-f^ttti-slitt-gef-HSfid, with said erne 
o{^5aid"5Hf^ge^^^e^tim»^ l and said slinger end extending radially outwardly beyond Ihu other oF 
said slinger extension ^r\d aaid ftlinggr ojid , 

29. (Currently Amended) The axle assembly as set forth in claim 28, wherein a second seal 
assembly is mounted at a rearward portion of said axle housing, with a second shaft driving a 
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second yoke, and saidji-second seal assembly being mounted between said axle housing and said 
second yoke, said second seal assembly also including a rotating portion comprising a running 
sleeve segment located on said second shaft and extending along a drive axis of said second 
shaft, and a fixed portion having a seal mounting segment, with a seal mounted to said seal 
mounting segment, said seal being in contact with said running sleeve segment, and a slinger end 
on one of s aid rotLU i ug -pe^i^eB-itfH^'Said fixed portion, said slinger end extending radially 
outwardly beyond said seal, said slinger end extending in a direction having a component parallel 
to said drive axis, and a component perpendicular to said drive axis such that said slinger end 
extends at an angle relative to said drive axis, and said slinger end extending radially outwardly 
beyond a portion of said axle housing that receives said fixed portion, and a slinger extension on 
the other of said rotating portion an^-s g a d " fi ^<;l-ftf>i^^n, said slinger extension also extending 
radially outwardly beyond said seal, said slinger extension also extending in a direction having a 
component parallel to said drive axis, and a component perpendicular to said drive axis such that 
said slinger extension extends at an angle relative to said drive axis, and wherein o ne of sa i^ 
slingor c.Ktenfiinn and s aid slinger end of said second seal assembly is spaced away from said 
second yoke relative to tf io oth e r of gdd -^bRgefi-e x 4e fi ^ k> fl"and^ slinger end, with said one of 
aitid ijlingcjr cxlen ii ton cmd a aid slinger end extending radially outwardly beyond Ifee-^t her of said 
slinger extension-jit=>d^d-Bl'H\gey-<Hi4. 

30. (New) The axle assembly as set forth in claim 28, wherein said rotating portion has a 
ITOTtion curving away from said yoke, and which is radially outwardly of said seal, and in contact 
with at least a portion of said seal, said portion of said rotating portion then curving back 
outwardly and merging into said slinger end. 

31. ^ew) A seal assembly comprising: 

a rotating portion comprising a running sleeve segment to be located on a shaft and 
extending along a drive axis, and a fixed portion having a seal mounting segment, with a seal 
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mounted to said seal mounting segment, said seal being in contact with said running sleeve 
segment, and a slinger end on said rotating portion, said slinger end extending radially outwardly 
beyond said seal, said slinger end extending in a direction having a component parallel to the 
drive axis, and a component perpendicular to the drive axis such that said slinger end extends at 
an angle relative to the drive axis, and said slinger end extending radially outwardly beyond a 
portion of an axle housing that will receive said fixed portion, and a slinger extension on said 
fixed portion, said slinger extension also extending radially outwardly beyond said seal, said 
slinger extension also extending in a direction having a component parallel to the drive axis, and 
a component perpendicular to the drive axis such that said slinger extension extends at an angle 
relative to said drive axis, and wherein said slinger end is spaced away from said seal relative to 
said slinger extension, with said slinger end extending radially outwardly beyond said slinger 
extension, 

32. (New) The seal assembly as set forth in claim 31, wherein said rotating portion has a 
portion curving towards said seal, and which is radially outwardly of said seal, and m contact 
with at least a portion of said seal, said portion oF said rotating portion then curving back 
outwardly and merging into said slinger end. 
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